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Mill advanced abrupt!}?-, following the outbreak of hostilities early in the year, but there was no corresponding rise in the price of finished products commensurate with the increased cost of production. The loss of export markets for the produce and manufactures of the country lowered the purchasing power of the people and this greatly affected consumption. Under these adverse conditions it was not possible for the Sri ChitraMill to extend its activities and the progress expected during the year was not realised. The high standard of the Mill products was, however, maintained in spite of the low prices realised, and the increased manufacturing cost. The Sri Chitra Mill cloth still retains its reputation in all the markets. The Mill employs 100 workers.
A cheap grain shop was opened by the Mill authorities for the benefit of its workers where grains, cloth and other necessities of life are sold to them on credit at pre-war rates to prevent a rise in their cost of living as a result of the war and this is greatly patronised by the workers. The benefit they derive from this welfare activity of the Mill corresponds to an increase in their wages of about 1 i annas per head per day.
Although Workmen's Compensation Act has not yet come into operation in Travancore, the Mill has been giving compensation to injured persons from the time it started working on the same scale as in force in British India.
The Travancore Sugars and Tinctures which had been shutdown for some time was restarted by Messrs. Parry & Co., Madras, as a limited Company. It now works successfully and has paid its dues to Government over and above the profit it made.
Another big concern which will soon come into existence is the Aluminium Factory to be worked by a Syndicate of Anglo-American businessmen of considerable influence and experience. It has already purchased 50 acres of land at Al-waye and begun the construction of the necessary buildings and the hope is entertained that it will largely add to the